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CLINICAL REHABILITATION AND
MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELING, M.S.

Overview of the program:

The Master of Science in Clinical Rehabilitation and Mental Health Counseling (MSCRMHC) degree program offers a
rigorous curriculum of live and online coursework and fieldwork experiences designed to prepare graduates for state
licensure eligibility and national certification.

The program is fully accredited by the Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs
(CACREP) for Rehabilitation Counseling. CACREP accreditation standards are carried out through continued curriculum
development and implementation, fostering relationships between students and faculty, and competitive staffing of the
programs. Students benefit by participating in a program that is nationally recognized for its quality and high academic
standards.

Students enrolling in the distance education program come to the Montana State University Billings campus for two classes,
REHA 523 Advanced Group Counseling and REHA 590 Prepracticum. These classes are offered summer semester as a
hybrid course with three on campus days and the balance online to accommodate working professionals. Practicum and
internship experiences can be arranged in local communities with the availability of a qualified supervisor and site.

What makes the program unique?

While there are many counselor education programs to choose from, our flexible delivery options allow students more
choice than the traditional online or in-person programs. Some courses are offered in flexible formats that accommodate
working professionals or students with family or personal responsibilities. The program blends the benefits of direct and
individualized instruction in a classroom environment with the flexibility of learning on a schedule that works for students. We
strive to not lecture at students about academic concepts but, instead, apply those concepts in a way that lets them bring in
their experience, share it with others, and grow the skill-sets of effective counselors. Since our student body is relatively
diverse in terms of future career paths and professional backgrounds, this approach allows students to learn more about the
real communities in which they live.

What do students most like about the program?

Students like that the program gives them the flexibility to pursue many different career paths. Students often enter the
program with some idea of what they can do with their education, but, along the way, they learn a great deal more about
other options and the real environment of therapeutic mental health or vocational rehabilitation work. We also hear that the
flexibility to attend classes both in-person and online is something that students appreciate. Finally, our program gives them
an opportunity to acquire a license or certification and supports their personal development to make them better people and
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