
Academic Foundations Committee 
Minutes 

 
April 22, 2008 

 
 
Present: Oliver Chen Mark Hardt 
 Dan Lennon Lea Zoltowski 
 Jane Howell Shelley Tanksanen (student) 
 
Absent: Abbas Heiat ² excused Tasneem Khaleel – ex-officio (excused) 
 Jay Shaw Kathy Kelker 
 David Garloff – ex-officio Tasneem Khaleel – ex-officio 
 Gary Young – ex-officio Mary Susan Fishbaugh – ex-officio 
 Karen Heikel – ex-officio John Cech – ex-officio 
 George White – ex-officio Stacy Klippenstein – ex-officio 
 
Presiding: Mark Hardt, Chairperson 
 

 
 
Mark Hardt called the meeting to order at 3:43 p.m. in the Bridger room of the SUB. 
 
The minutes of April 8 were accepted as presented. 
 
I. DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 
 
A.  VSA Endorsed Assessment Instruments 
 
It was noted that this issue was bounced back and forth from Senate for further review and 
discussion.  There is no longer any debate because we are now VSA members.  According to 
an email from Valerie Martinez, Associate Dean: 
 

Here are a few updates: 
1.  MSU Billings has now joined the VSA as a participant.  We will be submitting our 
template as described on the VSA website. 
2.  As a member, it is required that we administer a student learning outcomes 
assessment at least once every three years. 
3.  Our participation can be considered a pilot and after four years, we have the 
option of opting out of VSA. 
4.  Instruments approved by VSA for assessment of the student learning outcomes 
are: 

CAAP (2 and 4-year programs) Recommended because we administer 
COMPASS which is published by the same vendor 

CLA (only 4-year programs) 
MAPP (2 and 4-year programs) 
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B.  Second/Upper Level Academic Foundations Program Assessment 


